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NOT ALL H'_Jl JSES OF THE
SAME SIZE COST THE SAME
TO BUILD

The amount a home will cost starts
with the design. Here is an example of
how two similar homes Gan vary by 100«
of thousands of dollars in building cost.

For the sake of argument we'll
assume excavation costs, driveway,
landscaping, inteior finishes, and bed/
bath count are identical in two ditferent
3,000 5q/ft homes.

The first difference we'll use is the
foundation fnnl['rl'nl'n? n '»‘,l‘l‘ll'r.‘f the
more corners a loundation has the
more the foundation will cost, and that
carries up to the rest of the structure. So

needless to say a rectangular house with

four corners will cost less than one with
many bump outs or angles.

As the framing and roofing becoms
more complex the cost of materials and
labor ,l‘l’l’l.'f.l“"' increase. It is easy to
visualize the difference in the difficulty
of framing: visualize assembling a card
board box, and than visualize folding
an origami swan. One is easy, the other
takes more time and experience. For
instance, a rool that is composed of all
trusses (prefabricated roof members)
can be assembled much quicker than
a roof that has to have each individual

rafter cut to saxe

Windows can also add considerable
cost, the amount, size, and [unction ol
windows can vary greatly in costs, Obvi
ously less windows cost less than more
windows, but there are the less obvious
ways prices increase. Windows are the
same as houses, angled and arched win
dows cost more than square and rectan
gled. Operable windows cost more than
fixed, and well insulated (triple pane)
cost more than standard double pane

One of the latest popular designs are
operable window walls. These consist
of entire walls of ..‘,|.l\\ that open to one
side, and or the other in the form of bi
tolds or sliders.

These are excellent w ays to utilize
the outdoors to create large indoor/
-:).I!tfna)' connex '(’ll areas .nl(i l’lll'- u‘u'
a2 great open feeling. The price howes
er will easily double if not triple what
conventional windows for the same area

would cost

Outdoor |

Pdmx, and covered areas will all add

iving spaces such as decks

costs, and depending on how elaborate
or extensive the areas are, these costs
can be quite dramatic without adding
any square footage to the home.

So if your budget has limitations,
let your architect know your order
of priorities when It comes to vour

home'’s design
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