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Sweeping swaths of plants

and splashes of color

tie a I;ll‘ld'»:c:apf: to its manor

on a grand estate in the backcountry
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they instantly fell wnder its spell. They liked the place,
which isn't a bad point of inceprion, and they were par
ticularly |||||'-||'h-|'.| with ir procimity b Mew York, Ray
Joslin, who recently retired a5 head of the entertainment
division of Hearst Corporation, is currently chairing a med-
ical company beed in White Plains called 3TT With
connectiong o the Weismann [nstitute of Science in
Rehovot, Lspsel, the company is developing an algoridhn
thar sssists rdiologists i the carly detection ot cancers. The
Cireenwich property was deep country with. convenience
tonssa] i

It didn't rake lomg o work a partnesship between the
couple and the countryside, and the exchanpe of ideas
boman soon thereaiter. Althoueh sardening {but really, the
Joslin landscape is more like a park than a garden ) scared
the moment after they purchased the land, there was a
house to construct first. In thar department, Alicin knew
exactly what she hid in mind. In face, she sar down — with
no formal teaining in architecture, mind you — and drew
our thee floor |"i.IJ'| frechand. She rumed her almost-ro-scale
graph-paper design over to Robert Lamb Hall, the Mew
TurL' i"-rl.'lllll.'-\. |y .|11.| :|||1.|_'|||-:|'=. her dketch |'|.'-.':a||1'|_' "\-I:' paer-
cent of the actual creation

A for the lamad, Alicia had even stronger impulses. She
felt deeply that something personal would be more expres
sive — and therefore more sucoessful — than whar she calls
*the cookie-cutter lancdscape.” *Ray and | walked the prop-
erty,” she says, “and realized how beautiful the raw land
looked. What we wanted to do was appreciate and embel-

lish swhiat nanere ::'..L-.E';_-l'.'. fus" T hat naoble

pursuit started with the alreration of the

e 1t was rerouted to pay homage

tlwu:. lﬂ.‘ﬁ"’ﬂ i{; o wertlands as well a3 o wooded areas.

The leisurcly driveway was Bayv's vision

enkry dr

land bhes pokingly threatened to put in a

leSt \r“h"idﬂ: tollbooth at itz entry o pay for the plow-

i), o provide m strong sense of ecolooy

; : :
for anyone whio visdrs. The rest ol the Land-

cno “gh scape followed along i the same vein

LA course, it waen't 3% masy a8 iF =oomids,

In truth, the Joslins didn’t leave the kand

t.;} Fr;] me exnctly as they found ic, When all was said
everything
else that's

going on
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the one
concession made
to the typical

house land

amed hime, some elemeness had w oo m
prevent hoth Joslins from suffering the
forest-obliternred by is-rrees. amdroeme, = -[:' -y 4

: : CoTl lglll ation
Soane thinning was necessary, “Bur cut-

ting down o tree was painful, Sometimes,

-\..-!1-,-1||Il=ﬁ has re po, bur ic kills us e dio 1||,II.-I;_ 5 ;-1 ﬂ'-lt Pﬂ{i

it," Alicia readily admits, And interven-
tiom really was minimal,

Point is, they were bath inaseseed, 5o i ‘;'}F I:.II.‘IJI-I]
wiis 3 dynamic parmership,. Ray was origi-
wally the “down and dieey” eember of the
tamily, but Adicia now jokes that she's sur
passed him, They had had a prden in Westport and one

at a Calitomis home, As o result, the Joslins came 0

Lireenwich with peny af experic niee backinge them Lp.
Which explains why Alicia con't guire understand the
prevadling fear and rrembling that accompanies
thve irsrallation of gardens. As she puts ir, “There™s
nothing o be afraid of, vou con't really make 3 mis-
take. The only error vou can commit is 1o forsake the
SIS I mnenk : -I.I'u.' sIme I:I'I.' [ |.I:|-\.|||:_'|'II :':'III.I'.;I'I IIII.'

I-"-Illl'\- I Il\. HLa i I'l Tty T -\,_I- ".-rl'r..lr i¥n In |'-|,|.\_|,' |;|q,|

Ige their garape beside it Similarly, dhe pool is nes-
led into a backdr 1 af SEONE QUICROpRIngs “N o el
womtld kackfill tor baild a poal™ Alicia later worndered
atter .--||-.:.|-.r.||'|-- n.ll."-l 1_.,,| '|||.|||'l -|_-r||.,_| ]||'\.I.\_':'._|
of meddling, they lefr che view of the lake and s
waonded ambience in the distance o creare a slight rise
for the peol and its pavilion. The one concession made
to the trpical housefland configuration was & Tar pad of
lawn spreading from the back patio, Bue the emphasis is
METIT |'k.'|'| st oy preenswatid ar the |.-- i1 hiouse. Insti |.L
the lawn is just wide enough o frame evervthing else
r|'|.|| L] IR
And theres pleny happening. Don't imagine for onie
mianuce char s all woods and native shrshs o dhe Joslins
property. 1here a lot of that, for sure, But the [roperty
Teaturcs in ||:|;'\-|q. diose of other thrills as well, Alicia is
I\.II\. 13y ik || ik b I-':I'|.I..||' III-I FESTEMCHTY T |||_'| nrAanEs-

ot 1= mbe throughout the prounds. Mo conent with the

usuial sispects, shis fomd of conmioizseur plans and willing
ik bt bz diowne, Imoaddicion oo the juniper on the rock

[RTE i o k| R T hl'll' AR CIHTHFASITT |'\l||_|'\- i |_1_'|"'| Tir 1 | 1itE T



Looking from the hower yard up to the house:
A gray-green bed of annuaky and perennials
is shocked by the brilliant red of coleus.
{Alicia hai a standing ooder with ber gardensr:
Anytime he see4 2 new variety of celews; he

is tor buy It for hee)




4.
H.!'I'IH-I f ﬁrm‘ﬂwiﬁmmitw
hﬂrﬂnpl.ﬂﬂ'tﬁﬂﬂtdp Alicla chose the
- pyramidal Alberta sproce and complem

¢ . ground-hugging Juriperis précumbens
'IHEH& i-l'in-l.ﬁ m-uﬂn..qu .l.n

r*.hl' ;_,_I ..
- l.f- -



work e lines, The beds are filled wath several differens
types ot ipomoes (hompgemdy, chartreuse and svariesared),
-\-'I'.i'll-. -\.III".:\. 'I'|I”|.'r l,riu- i |||.':I'\- :=|'|.\,| \||,|-\.|-_ ;||||||'T i -'-'|'|"-|"_|-

ticm is a sigrueture of Alicia’s har

rtiwork), hypoestes (aka
i~ -lL‘.I .||:I |'| el ap TN, r'l.'-_ullli;l 'l."-.'."|-\.l_ V _||:.\,| ||_|"'|| 1%
1';"'4'-\-'71\-“"! bronze folia womninst ereen and elsartreuse
something thar this gardener doss exeremely well. Another
Brvorite morif is white mind Bl

That’s where intelor desipn thearies ar played .
Alicia likes 1o say thar the gerden is just an extension of
the interior décor. “Ies like choosing fabrics™ is how she
auma up her methods, Colors and textoures have a lor te do
with it. And quanrioy B eritical to create the color echoes
that she nesds. Which B why Alicia rmises |-|.|:'|h. froem
seedling or divides whar she has on the premises, D
to et inherent green thumb, Alicia can propagare 1o
bulk up the numbers and make a bold statement, even
'II-|I1.':'| '|'|l.' VAT T IS .||||"'Ir -\.|_||,'F'|':_ thie ranties thar she
happens o love in the needed quantity

A for colors, she opts for quiet. Rother than the hotrer
shades, she selects from the cool par of dhe SpECInm.
Alicia blames it on her childhood. “1 erew up in & tovwn in
LCaliforni,” s explains, “which is the asparzus capiral of
the counery. It hot and agriculmeral, Nowe, all | wane
--II1Il.'|;III'|.! ciid o counterace s hear of sumimies.. For
A L, I.'.'- -\.'II.II\.'I'\- I"'Il.l'\-. IS, freens, '||.||:r| 5 .|;:.Li ||_|-_-
pundies bringe down the remperature prycholomcally

Toward this gual, the property woeks a balance between
annuals and perennials, To give phars the space they'd

reqjuire at maturity while sill keeping the

scemie check o jowl | the meantime,
Alicin cleverdy tucked anmuials i the
rﬂt}]{:]- L I 1:.1 11 Blank spaces. Reperition of coloes, texmires
ud specific planes prevents the composi-

tion from coming off & a hodgepodge. In
tI-']-L‘ i-].{."II.C]‘ tact, the formula iz =0 carehully '||_'r.|||-_:|'||
thar the preoperty coudd vie favorabdy with
: | any botmieca] garden in the countre Bt
511;‘!{1{:&'* H}]C the inevitable resule of the method has
brought a deeper appreciarion for anmuals

with a simultansous shrinking of blank

SCI C':tl"r f:l'U']_I l spatce where they can pedorme. Alicia sees
the cool part
of the

HPE‘EU'U.'[TI
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what Alicia
does best
i$ punctuate

it i i mixed blessing she'll miss the tl1‘: E:’-‘I.I]EIS‘:JPC

annuals when they can no lonser B in.

!'\-I|I -\.||.L' s BSOOmMAng i :q_'l'\-.ll_;l-\, Feemad ok

Pefchni uls H‘l-} II-H
X coumrse, Adicia doesn t o if alone

In addition o consulting her own g
instinces, she knows when to seck profes C{'-}I‘I.I'-L‘H'II S arc
sl mhvice. The landscape firm that
hie wowrked on the property from the e =
|n".:||'||||'.'..: 5 Ceed Broa, Mike Ueel and ‘ILLL 11tL L.i
|.|:||| 5.:|;|._;|||_-|: wirh I | i1 -|_'|-\.'. T, Tiss
back and forth ideas amd @cx .-|'||;'-||-:'| the

wrual installation. And Alicia contimeally credies thaeir

T achieve the mature size in the omamental tree
department (and the property features a few prominemnt
specimens), Alicin moved several preasured arboreal
members of the family from the Joslins’ former Wesipor
|l|.'|'.\.|'l\. | if -q,"\,.llll;'\ll-\.'..-l |'||'|.--|:- AT T .I."_l.v.-- I-:. I|.l.::|'
the vramsfer after a pericd of roor pruning o prepare i
Taar I||-\.' LI :I|l-|'..||l Lontinasinge hat level of CXeri s,

shee mow has a “hospital™ area on the property wh

plants are taken when they nesd nurtunng. Cfen, she
NUrSes = |'|-.:||:|'.:: thats Failed tor sobwone else
L AGCasaon I..I'\.'. '\-I‘Il\.' '\-:'II-\.I'\- il || Rl rhhear’s | 0 EFaLmean l\.'-l L3
I.'_' FECONEEY UL, ST TS | fosmet aba I||| ndmels”
1!|.\,'..-|||_'-|u'-\. -\.|'\'|L|: o '|'|'.||'|"_| i COHATSE '|'|.|! il '|'||'
P OO Cause ol Cases .\.II'\-"‘ .|r|,I:._-.|| .-'l|_||_ % InEensive
core facilimy

Moe onby docs dhe heal the afflicted, Alicia propagites

3

I:I. T W |"'|..I'|r'\-. il I WITIECTS ESWCITL aTWICT Gl WL Ii. I‘xr'- LT LY

that shes umbikely wofind such mnmes as prwhee] jpsmines,
agapanthas and mandevillas for ler urns ar local nurseries,
she rrundles ehem indooes in aummn Infscr, the pimwhee]
jsmine traditionally mkes up residence inthe bachooom,
making the wb experience a sensory delight

[he Joslin garden never shuts down. Spring is o riot

of amleas and daffodils while summer has it diampeche o

L I-\.'Il- -|I|| -\.'.|:'.|I 5. III ILIRNmn II'.”-I"\- |.I'I.||'I.:.' -.-l:--r

sor theat, by wimter, the naked bark seamds our. Alicia admirs
thar she's often thoughe of a greenhouse o further expand
her winter escapades. “Bur don't you think thar would be

Fiik g ot Eoas faf F she womders aload it} I:dﬂ:fhlj_l snd Macanibig Talbesiodes.
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Bl e '-||-|_'|_1b\- up [ the Front door of the

losling” Convers Farm home. Instead, you

slowly swoop and glide your way through the
soenery before artiving ar the parking circle E "ﬁ i

that Alicia Joslin planted with a crazy quils of g Or1 :1 Ilg
coleus and other folime plangs. 1 you baven't
I""-I"""I LI 43 thee mrood — iF Alicia hasnt s I o L_" ‘I
cecded in decompressimg you into leisurely 1‘_ 1'“‘" rO0C
Sunday mode by then — you haven't been

paying attention. Because Alicla ks doing her E s ..L_l

best to send you strvight to nErvami. dl 1

A5 far as g rdiEnis B, Alicia Joslin answers
o no orve. First of all, Ray and Alicia Joslin b rou ..I.I,I .l
bucked the trend roward reshaping the land k‘}
wheen they built on their taclve-acre property,

Although everyone else might be playing bl‘i II | ant
amateur geokopist and purting hills where val- .

Tews used 1o be, ehe Josling rook one look ar

their property on Lake Converse and decided re ‘"l-]._l.l t';'t
it would be foalish wo fiddle with perfecrion. . e
Instead, Alicia has spent the bst fwelve vesirs
highlighring the natural contours that came

with the land. Bather than meddling with the

geninn of the place, she'’s acc ented the beaury

af the mamurl peography. And, in this case, glorifyime the
Cicwcd Farth Bronsphr brillizme resales.

Whar Alicia does best s punetusate the landscape ao
FE COMITOLULs ST S |,-"|r||.|r-:'.| " I:-lv:l'll Ik .il'.'\-l'rll"'l' II-\."
impulses, Alicia uses the interior design analogy. She
likes o malk abour décor, bur fashion might be a betrer
parallel, because Alicia really works with shape, outlin-
g Ju the |'-r-'||u'-rl'\-.":- Faprape [on best advy iR T Aqud
formunae .\,'-, Ill-q_' I.l'\-lll'.i .'|:I|I'|.| il |'|| o III |'1'\- CLryGIcei e T
che excreme. Still, you might never notice the risings and
|.||i'_|||_l5. AErE T ol o II'-l_' FHCT r|'|.|| CHICE QT I||.'|l'.'|'|'| CHIT
continually. With the use of ground covers that shape
lines, with the .r'~|:|.-.'||'.r||l o evEfgEreeilia rhiat rn||.|-.-. -\.ll.ﬁ.l
sink inte a dip or swell on an elevation, she sends yourt
eve where she wants i toopee Like o designer oudinting a
SUPC T ‘LI '\-||'I-:' Ll'll.ll.a'\- :'|| W Tk |'II'.|I!'||." il ;_:.II'I.I Iij_'I.ITl.'

Ak Alicia Joslin to chronicle her romance with the
|:'.|u!. aind she'll srarr wach r_||.._- SAFEA (H ||:-'n.'|_- ar r-'l'-L *-I'.:|1I-

When the Joslins went to see the Conyers Fanm property,
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] i . Tha gra:iul: limes of a grand house in the
' badkeowntry are comglemented by formal
o "?#* Mz owner and creator, Alicia laslin
p e ESinagt, appeite page), keeps a tight rein on her
a . . exuberant garden. The gimbing roses on the
<V g balstrade on the terrace mny ook lke a plant
_.-I 4 sinigimgits eart out but they are ai frequently

ol | 3§ thetlimbing hydrangea and the
R ground ugglng Juniper.
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